Lydden report by Adam Grant

[bookmark: _GoBack]The annual BHP meeting at Lydden Hill race circuit near Canterbury, attracted a huge crowd of over 10,000 spectators on Sunday. In amongst the many attractions were two races for the recently re-formed Ford Saloon car series. This championship was very popular during the 1980’s and 90’s and has rekindled a great deal of interest from both former and new drivers.
In qualifying Rod set the quickest time of 44.348 seconds to annex pole position. From the start of the first race Rod was beaten away by the very rapid Mk2 Ford Escort of Malcolm Harding from Surrey. The older car held the lead until lap the beginning of lap five, when Rod swept past on the Canterbury Straight. The black Ford Escort Cosworth gradually pulled away, until the race was stopped prematurely on lap 14. Unfortunately there was a large accident when David Gadd hit the tyre wall going up Hairy Hill. Luckily the driver was not injured, but his car was a sorry mess.
Race two initially saw Rod make the better start, but again Harding took the lead going into the Devil’s Elbow. Birley made his move on lap four exiting the North Bend hairpin and squeezed back into the lead going down towards Paddock Bend. When Harding pulled off due to a broken suspension rose joint, it left Rod clear of Jamie Gough who was having his first race in another Mk.2 Escort.
This race was also stopped early due to a Ford Fiesta spinning and stalling on the edge of the track. However, Rod had a lead of just over 3 seconds to take his second win of the day.
