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It has been a successful return to racing for Rod. Following a massive crash at Brands Hatch on November 5th  last year when he hit the pit wall at 130mph. During the winter various friends and sponsors helped rebuild the iconic Ford Escort WRC and by Easter is was ready to race again.
The Easter Monday race meeting at Brands Hatch saw Rod qualifying fifth in practice and then pick his way through to win the race. This showed he had not lost his nerve and although he retired from the second race due to an oil leak, it was deemed a good come back.
On Sunday April 29th he partnered Jonathan Bevan in his Honda Integra type R. This race was a 30 minute pit stop encounter, with a varied field of competitors and cars. Amongst them was a Ferrari 355 and a Mercedes SLK. Again Rod qualified in fifth position, with Jonathan taking the first driving stint. Just after ten minutes Bevan dived into the pits to allow Birley to take over. Rejoining in sixth position it seemed like the best they could hope for was possibly third spot.
However, there was drama affecting the leaders, when Dan Fisher (Honda Civic) had to swerve to avoid Paul Restall (Sierra Cosworth). As Fisher clipped the tyre wall he had to make an extra pit stop to remove a damaged bumper. He returned just in front of Rod who quickly dived past at Druids hairpin. From then on the two Hondas diced furiously, even though Fisher was now a couple of laps behind. 
Suddenly on the second to last lap Restall slowed and pulled off as his Sierra lost power. Rod therefore had the lead, but with Steve Rothery closing in fast with his Renault Clio. By the chequered flag Rod held on to win by just one second. This increased his win tally to 628.
The next outing will be with the Escort at Brands Hatch on May 13th.
